
Principal’s message 2021 P&C AGM March 2022

Congratulations to our students for being so resilient, engaged and flexible in 2021
particularly the second semester, despite the COVID-19 Pandemic and home online learning
environment. We all breathed a sigh of relief as we welcomed back everyone at school in
Term 4 after being impacted since the end of Term 2 and enduring the impact of COVID in
2020 as well. Our teachers, students and parents have successfully experienced
unprecedented challenging times in a positive and engaging manner with significantly
increased technology skills and I would like to thank everyone for the incredible support
throughout the year. I would like to acknowledge our teachers as well for their
professionalism, dedication and commitment and the incredible work that they have done to
support our students this year.

In 2021, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, our teachers focused on developing their skills as
high quality teachers by completing a vast amount of professional learning in particular with
Literacy and Numeracy and Technology. We continued to focus on Visible Learning
particularly feedback, General Capabilities and we have improved our implementation of the
Novice to Master approach with Writing to support students to become increasingly
knowledgeable of being assessment capable and to encourage them to have more
ownership of their own learning.  A presentation was given at the P&C meeting about the
Novice to Master Writing approach and parents were very interested, inspired and endorsed
this program.  Our students are now developing skills to match work samples and criteria to
see what they can do to improve their own learning K-6 and advance to the next steps.

Leadership programs, such as the Student Representative Council (SRC) in 2021 continued
successfully, increasing the awareness of our students to care for our environment and to
take on social justice issues. Our students supported charities both locally and globally such
as Kenya Aid, Bear Cottage and Stewart House. The Year 6 students have just raised over
$2000 that will be provided to the Kenya Aid charity from the Year 6 Pedlars’ Parade event.
The SRC also endorsed the new cricket pitch, the new chicken coop, the installation of the
bubblers on the oval, seating outside the Science room and seating on the oval. They also
endorsed the Waste Free Wednesdays, the Labelling Days, Environmental Canteen
initiatives, greening of the oval to reduce temperatures and sun exposure, and finally the
relocation of the Lost Property, being enhanced by the Year 6 Prefects Action Project. The
SRC had previously also endorsed the amphitheatre shade near the Year 5 rooms which
should be completed by July 2022. Congratulations to all our students who contribute to their
SRC representatives and a special congratulations to Hannah Ross who was selected to
represent all the students from Sydney North at the NSW DOVES Council Years 6-12.

In Semester One, we were able to enjoy the Band, the Kitchen Garden Program, the
Swimming and Cross-Country carnivals, Winter and Summer PSSA for one term each, SISA
and the Dance Expos.  In Semester Two, despite COVID, the students were able to enjoy an
adapted program of home sport, Kitchen Garden, Pedlars’ Parade, Assemblies, Presentation
Day, Year 6 Graduation and K-2 Athletics Carnival. We certainly learned how to manage
separate cohorts and be flexible. Congratulations also to Penny and the Band students who
progressed so successfully this year with Zoom, despite all the COVID associated
difficulties.

I would like to commend the Captains, Hannah Ross and Harvey Matheson and, the Vice
Captains, Felix Elwin, the Prefects, House and Vice House Captains, Library Monitors,



the SRC, Multicultural Representatives, Sound Monitors, Flag Bearers, Playground Monitors
and Band Leaders. I would also like to acknowledge all Year 6 students for their incredible
leadership and commitment displayed across a variety of settings. Of course, this includes
the considerable care and attention that they provided to the Kindergarten students with the
adapted Kindergarten Buddies 2021 program and Pedlars’ Parade. They also wrote Fable
Books for our Kindergarten students and we are very proud of our year 6 students having an
understanding of their Buddies’ age, relevant kind messages and lessons that they provided
for them.

Partnerships and transparency are a strong part of our culture and philosophy as well as our
Strategic Directions. We thank our parents and caregivers for patience and cooperation with
the restrictions in 2021. Through the combined efforts of the P&C and Staff, we still managed
to welcome over one hundred and fifty, 2022 Kindergarten students for their orientation and
we also organised webinars, workshops and P&C presentations to inform parents and
caregivers about Mathematics, Technology, Novice to Master Writing and transitions from
one grade to another. Thank you to our parents and the P&C led by the President, Mr Tony
Falzarano. Thank you to the P&C who despite COVID, donated $80000 to the school to
support us in paying for an upgrade of two full class sets of laptops and planter boxes and
seating enhancing the new Science Room.

Mrs Julie Organ
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